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Response to Feb. 27, 2007 Office Action 

REMARKS/ARGUMENTS 

Reconsideration of this patent application is respectfully 
requested in view of the foregoing amendments, and the following 
remarks ♦ 

The claims are 2-4 and 19, with claims 5-18 having been 
withdrawn from consideration by the Examiner as being directed to 
a non-elected invention. Claim 1 has been canceled without 
prejudice and new independent claim 19 has been added. 

The Examiner has objected to the disclosure for an 
informality at page 2, line 12 of the specification. In 
response, the specification has been amended herein to replace 
the word "a" with the word "an" as suggested by the Examiner. 
The Applicant submits that the foregoing amendment to the 
specification overcomes the Examiner's objection and accordingly 
requests that the objection on this basis be withdrawn. 

At page 4 of the February 27, 2007 Office Action, the 
Examiner has indicated that claims 1-4 define over the prior art 
of record and would be allowable if rewritten or amended to 
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overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. §112, second paragraph as 
set forth in the Office Action, In particular, claims 1-4 were 
rejected under 35 U.S.C, §112, second paragraph, for lacking 
antecedent basis for the phrase "the work-piece (3) guided 
outside of the bath <8)" and for omitting the step of 
electroplating as set forth in the claim preamble. 

In response, independent claim 1 has been canceled without 
prejudice and new claim 19 has been added. New independent claim 
19 recites the step of "electroplating the cylindrical inside 
surface of the work-piece." Dependent claims 2, 3, and 4 have 
been amended to depend from new independent claim 19, to delete 
drawing reference numerals and to improve their form. Applicant 
submits that support for new independent claim 19 and for the 
amendments to claims 2-4 can be found in the disclosure as 
originally filed, and therefore no new matter has been 
introduced* 

By the present Amendment, claim 19 has been added and claims 
2, 3 and 4 have been amended in view of the Examiner's comments . 
Applicant respectfully submits that claims 19, 2, 3 and 4 as 
presented satisfy the requirements of §112, second paragraph - 
Accordingly, favorable reconsideration and withdrawal of this 
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rejection are respectfully requested. 


In summary, claims 2, 3, and 4 have been amended, claim 1 
has been canceled without prejudice and new Independent claim 19 
has been added. 

In view of the foregoing, it is respectfully requested that 
the claims be allowed and that this application be passed to 
issue . 

Respectfully submitted, 
Thomas RUMPF 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being sent by 
facsimile transmission to the USPTO to Patent Examiner Edna WONG at 
Group No. 1753, to 1-571-273-S3QQ o n May 23, 2007. 


Edwardr J, CalTaghan 
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